*Prayer of Confession:

Almighty God, by water and the Spirit you adopt us into your family,
grafting us to Christ the Head so that we might be his body, your people.
But we have broken that body, O Lord. We have fractured your people.
We have failed so often to answer your call that our ears have grown
deaf to your Spirit. Have mercy, we pray, and fit our lives for proper
service, making each and every member a witness to your gospel.

Hear us, O God, as we offer these prayers to you...(our silent prayers

of confession) We pray in the strong and merciful name of Jesus Christ,

and let all God’s people say, Amen.

* Assurance of Pardon:

One: Sisters and Brothers, hear this good news!
Who is in a position to condemn us? Only Christ.
And Christ died for us, Christ rose for us,
Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us.
Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation.
The old life is gone and a new life has begun.
Let us all believe this good news!

All: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

*Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost: As it was in

the beginning, is now, and ever shall be world without end. Amen. Amen.

*The Passing of the Peace

One: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all!
All: And also with you!
Time for Children

Children are invited to remain in worship with their families. Children’s Church
will resume in August.

~~~God Speaks Through The Word~~~

Prayer for Illumination

Old Testament Lesson — Micah 6: 6-8 p. 1060

Anthem: Hal H. Hopson
“Psalm 13
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Gospel Lesson — John 6: 35-40 p. 119

Epistle Lesson — Ephesians 3: 14-21 p. 236

The Reverend Dan Lewis
“Rooted and Grounded”

Sermon:

*Hymn: 366 HYFRYDOL

“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”

~~~God Enables Us To Respond~~~

* Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. And
in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he
rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to
judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy
catholic church, the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offering:
Offertory: HYDRYDOL/Manz

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

*Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him all creatures here below;
Praise Him above ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

*Prayer of Dedication

~~~God Sends Us OQut~~~
*Hymn: 307 CWM RHONDDA
“God of Grace and God of Glory”

*Charge and Benediction

*Congregational Response: 539 (vs. 1)  WE WILL GO OUT WITH JOY
“We Will Go Out with Joy”

We will go out with joy in the Spirit; we will go out with God. We will go out

with joy in the Spirit; we will go out with God. Alleluia! We will go out with

joy. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Postlude: Buxtehude

Gigue Fugue

Worship Notes: Our worship this morning is a somewhat curious mixture
of themes. The Psalmist in the choir’s anthem cries out to God, How long?,
which is the Bible’s characteristic language of lament, the permission given
to all God’s people to voice to God their deepest fear and distress. And yet
the psalm ends with a very different tone, that of trust in the steadfast love of
God and even of joy in God’s abiding presence. How can this be? How does
joy come to characterize God’s people, even as they suffer countless kinds of
pain? The answer lies in the close, organic, even physical connection of God
to God’s people. This is something like what Jesus means when he calls
himself the “bread of life,” adding that anyone who comes to him will never
be denied what they need, or driven away (John 6). The hope of the Church
— which comes to us, not instead of but in spite of, our pain — is that, since
the will of God is finally for our good and not for our harm, we can expect

to be all right in the end. We can expect to be saved. We can expect to be
healed. This steady confidence is based not on ourselves but on the love that
God has for us in Jesus Christ, the love that, as the letter to the Ephesians
says, “surpasses knowledge.” And if all this sounds too mystical to be
practical, we should remember that we are also “being rooted and grounded”
in that same love, as the letter says. That love of God builds up the Church
in very concrete, tangible ways, and calls forth from us some very concrete
and tangible responses — for instance the doing of justice, the loving of
mercy, and the walking with God in humility (Micah 6: 6-8). What a
privilege it is to be in worship this day, and to be counted among God’s
people, Amen?

*As you are able, please stand.

For your convenience — Personal hearing devices are available upon
request, just ask an usher. Restrooms are located in the education building
near the fellowship hall. Please silence all cell phones.

Interested in Membership at First Presbyterian Church?

We'd love to have you become a part of this family! Our Book of Order
reminds us that the Church exists to do a few very important things:
proclaim the gospel, nurture disciples, preserve the truth, promote social
righteousness, and exhibit the Kingdom of Heaven to the world. Any
follower of Jesus Christ can join! Speak to the Pastor or an elder for more
information.
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Welcome! We’re glad you’re here! We would like to share more with you
about our ministry and fellowship. Please fill out a visitor’s card and place
it in the offering plate. If you live in an apartment, please be sure to include
your apartment number and street address.

The flowers are placed in the Sanctuary today to the glory of God and in
honor of the Lewis family. We love you, Mike and Verdery and all your
church family.

Thank you to our staff, Susan Parrish & Jamie Copeland, for their hard work
and outstanding leadership during VBS this week and a big thanks to all of
our volunteers that helped make this year’s VBS a great experience!

Farewell Reception for Lewis Family — Sunday, June 18th at 12:00 noon
Please make plans to join us immediately following worship in Carlton Hall
and wish the Lewis Family well as they begin a new and exciting adventure!

Backpack Buddies Update — During the summer, we would like to stock up
on non-perishable items for next school year, such as Chef Boyardee meals,
Vienna sausages, and easy macaroni n’ cheese. Please leave all donation
items in the basket outside of CE Office. Thank you for your generosity!

Children’s Chair Campaign — Please help us furnish new chairs for our
children’s classrooms! The Children’s Chair Campaign will run through the
months of May and June. The children will be most grateful for monetary
gifts toward the purchase of new chairs, which cost $45 each. Please make
checks payable to First Presbyterian Church and note it ‘chair campaign’.
Thank you!

Summer Sunday School Sabbatical — Our Summer Sunday School
Sabbatical has begun for the children, youth and young adult Sunday School
classes. Those wishing to attend Sunday school are invited to join any of the
other classes continuing to meet. Classes will resume in August.

Flowers — Available upcoming Sundays are June 25th & July 23rd
Placing flowers in worship is a wonderful way to honor or remember
loved ones and celebrate special occasions. If you would like to reserve

a Sunday, you may do so by signing up on the flower chart located outside
the church office, or call the church office at (912) 681-2053. The cost of
flowers is $50. Please make checks payable to First Presbyterian Church
and note ‘flowers’.

Calendar of Events for June 18 — 24

Sunday, June 18
11:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m.

Worship
Reception for Lewis Family

Saturday, June 24
10:00 a.m.— 2:00 p.m.

Silver Lining Club

Prayer List: Please pray for our friends, family and members. Names will

remain on the prayer list for one month, unless otherwise requested.
Ouida Barrineau, Sara Bennett, Joann Bowser, Carolyn Broucek,
Rosalyn Cox, Marlene Davis, Barbara & Bob Focht, Gayle Gunter,
Susan Gunter, Harriet Hair, Del Presley, Pat Shelburne, Bob Sylwester,
Valerie Thomas, Service Men & Women

‘Get Mugged’ at First Presbyterian Church of Statesboro — All visitors
are encouraged to stop by the Narthex table on your way out today for a
complimentary FPC mug. Please limit one per family. You may also
purchase mugs for $10 each or $15 for two.

UKirk College Ministry is supported by the Presbyterian
Church (USA) and charged with reaching, loving, and
teaching college students so that they may be lifelong
followers of Jesus Christ. To get connected, follow us
on Facebook at UKirk Georgia Southern!

Dan Lewis, Pastor
1215 Fair Road, Statesboro, Georgia 30458
Phone: (912) 681-2053 Email: office@fpcstatesboro.org

Visit us online at fpcstatesboro.org

Like us on Facebook!
First Presbyterian Church Statesboro
First Presbyterian Church Statesboro Youth

Gho Finding ‘Cliters of Firit P resbytorian Church
Lois Roberts, Clerk. Chris Benatti, Maura Copeland, Brett Curry,

Doty Dunn, Brian Feltman, Matt Gerig, Ann Henderson,
Nan LoBue, Frank McDonald, Annette Smith, Gordon Smith.
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June 18, 2017

2nd Sunday after Pentecost

~~~God Calls Us Together~~~

Westminster Chimes

Welcome and Announcements Ann Henderson
Please fill out the Friendship Tablet at the end of each row and pass it up
and down the row so we may greet and know one another by name.

Prelude: Martin
Variations on FOUNDATION
*Congregational Introit: 398 HOW VERY GOOD
“How Very Good and Pleasant”
How very good and pleasant when we live in unity. It is like precious oil,
like fresh morning dew. We gather here together with our hearts and voices
raised to God, who's the center of our unity and praise!

*Call to Worship: (from Psalm 34)

One: I will bless the LORD at all times;

All: God’s praise shall continually be in my mouth.
One: My soul makes its boast in the LORD;

All: Let the humble hear and be glad.

One: O magnify the LORD with me,

All: And let us exalt God’s name together.

One: I sought the LORD and he answered me,

All: And delivered me from all my fears.

One: Look to God and be radiant;

All: So your faces shall never be ashamed.

One: O taste and see that the LORD is good;

All: Happy are those who take refuge in him.
*Hymn: 15 LASST UNS ERFREUEN

“All Creatures of Our God and King”

*Call to Confession:

One: Brothers and Sisters, why do we confess our sin?

All: Because all have sinned, and fall short of the glory of God.
One: But why do we do it together?

All: Because we are a community, a covenant people.



